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3647 University, Montreal, Quebec,H3A 2B3

Phone: 514.448.4041 ext.2593  Fax: 398.8261

culture@ckut.ca

April 9, 2010

Tariq Jeeroburkhan

Under the Olive Tree

Dear Tariq, 


This letter is to serve as an official notice from the Programming Committee of your suspension from all on-air programming for a period of two months, beginning the week of April 12th, ending the week of June 7. 

The Programming Committee has decided to suspend you because of your failure to follow through on  the Programming Committee's directive to read a scripted text of a clarification on the March 25th, 2010 edition of Under the Olive Tree. The Programming Committee understands that the letter sent was straight forward, and that the necessity of reading the script provided was explicit. The Programming Committee also alloted several days to allow you to send any suggestions to the text for approval by the committee, which you failed to do.

On air programming means you will not be permitted to host, tech, or prepare programming for any programs on CKUT during this period. It also means you will not have access to CKUT studios or equipment until the end of the suspension period. You are permitted to volunteer in other aspects of the station, behind the scene, during this period.

For any further questions, please contact XXX

Regards, 

CKUT Programming Committee

Below I have included the script Programming Committee provided for you, and the transcription of what you said.

***The Clarification Drafted by Procom:

"On the January 21st edition of Under the Olive Tree, a report was read regarding Israeli involvement in Abu Ghraib prison. As part of its ongoing commitment to provide fair and accurate reporting, CKUT would like to take this opportunity to make two clarifications about the report.

First, the report was originally published on the website of Press TV, an Iranian broadcaster. This source was not cited during the January 21st broadcast as it should have been.

Secondly, CKUT is unable to verify the following statement that was made on January 21st:

"...the US Colonel Janis Karpinski, the former American military Chief of the Prison, actually are coming out now and saying the Israeli involvement in Abu Ghraib was one of the reasons why the torture and sexual abuse by US soldiers and interrogators has run as rampant as it has and has been

such a problem as it was."

Again, CKUT is unable to verify the accuracy of this statement and, as such, retracts it."

***The text of what you delivered shortly after 11:54 on thursday March 25, 2010

"I just want to briefly respond to the overwhelming amount of interest and communications that we had for an article that we presented on the program on the 21 of January concerning the Abu Ghraib Iraqi prison atrocities. We thank everybody for their interest in this article and we thank everybody for the hundreds, literally hundreds of e-mails that were sent in regarding the subject. We would like to clarify that the source of the article that was read on-air was Press TV and you can access all of their information, the article about Abu Ghraib as well as other articles about the situation in Palestine and the Middle-East at www.presstv.com. And the other clarification that we would like to make is that we did quote Colonel Janis Karpinski although she did not state explicitly that Israeli involvement in the Abu Ghraib prison is what resulted directly in the increased sexual and physical violence. If you would like to find out for yourself, please check out the Press TV website www.presstv.com and we thank everybody who sent in e-mails about the subject."

